
 
 

 

1. Please provide the number of outsourced diagnostic tests from your 
organisation (listed by hospital site) in the last 2 years for the following 
modalities: 

a. CT   From January 2018 to May 2019:  4,476    
b. MRI      None 
c. Endoscopy  From January 2018 to June 2019: 3,128 

 

2. Which companies have you used to outsource diagnostics in the past 2 years? 
Spire Alexandra, Alliance Medical, Care UK  

3. How many consultants do you currently employ for  
a. Radiology      18  
b. Gastro  7 

4. What is your WTE in post vs WTE funded for the above? WTE for Radiology is 
22 and Gastro is 7 

5. Do you currently outsource radiology reporting? Yes 
6. How much does this cost? The Trust can confirm that there is a charge per CT, 

however, this information is considered to be exempt from disclosure under Section 
43(2) (Commercial Interests) as disclosure of this information could distort 
competition between other providers and result in less competitive quotes.  The likely 
consequence of this would be an increased cost to the Trust.   Section 43(2) is a 
qualified exemption and is subject to the public interest test. We acknowledge the 
public interest in openness and transparency, but we consider there is a greater 
public interest in ensuring an ability to obtain best value for money.  Disclosure could 
prejudice the Trust’s ability to obtain best quality of service and value.  We have 
therefore concluded that the exemption applies and that withholding the material 
serves the public interest better than release in this instance.  

7. Is this charged per report or by body part? Charged per body part. 
8. What volume is reported outside of your Trust? The Trust regret we are unable to 

answer this question as the figure is not collated. 
9. Do you currently carry a reporting backlog? Yes, currently being reviewed. 
10. If so, what volumes/modalities? The Trust regret we are unable to answer this 

question as this information not available. 
11. What is the current length of any outsourcing contract with each provider? 

Rolling contracts. 
12. What is your current performance against the ‘Faster diagnosis’ standard? 

Within guidelines, except for MRI. 
13. What is the current approximate diagnostic gap to meet this standard for: 

a. CT  None 
b. MRI  Several weeks delay in reporting 
c. Ultrasound None 
d. Endoscopy 6/8 weeks 

14. What diagnostic capacity do you require to deliver your 6 week DM01 target? 
Additional MRI scanner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

15. What is your planned capacity over the next 24 months: 
a. CT     70,000   
b. MRI  57,000 
c. Ultrasound  93,000 
d. Endoscopy  The capacity is measured in points – it works out to 282 points a 

week or 29360 points over the next 24 months 
e. XR  305,000 

16. What is the approximate gap to meet required access standards? n/k 
17. Do you plan to outsource diagnostic work over the next 24 months? Yes 

 


